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MRS. VANHOMRIGH TO JOSHUA DAWSON

London, 3 January^ 1707/8.

I WILL flatter myself that the former civilities and friendship Mr.
Dawson has expressed and I and my family have received from
him, as they shall not be forgot by us, so being out of your king-
dom for some time I hope will not cause us quite out of his
thought; therefore I give you this trouble to let you know we
are alive, I thank God, and though our getting to the ship was
with great danger good Providence brought us safe on board
and we had a fine passage. I hear according to the usual way
of Dublin tattle we meet with several accidents which we knew
nothing of but have the happiness to live to hear. After ten days
stay at Chester for a coach we have had a very successful journey
hither without the least accident. I have not been abroad being
a little tired. I have had the favour to see several friends and
acquaintance at my lodging. Please to give my humble service to
your lady with the respects of my young family and accept the
same from, Sir,

Your humble servant,

E. VANHOMRIGH.

I beg the favour of you to give our humble service to Lord
Kildare's family,1 Doctor Navors and lady. I take the liberty to in-
close this for Mr. Partinton2 which you will oblige me to send
him. I lodge at Mr. Goodere's at the Two Green Flower-Pots, in
Charles Street near St. James's Square.

APPENDIX VII

THE REV. JOHN SHOWER AND THE EARL OF
OXFORD

THESE letters (sujpra, p. 310, n. 4) were first printed by Sheridan.
He appends ("Works," xi, 210) a note in which he states that
Harley's answer was written by Swift "as appears not only from his
handwriting, but particularly from a correction in the original draft."
It is to be remembered, however, that the answer is dated 21 Dec-

1  Robert, nineteenth Earl of Kildare, who then held the title, was not yet
married.  The reference must be to his sisters.

2  Mr. Peter Partinton was one of the executors of her husband's will, and
his son eventually succeeded to the Vanhomrigh property. not to com-
